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Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories
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10 May 2016

Dear Mr Shrourou,

Thank you for your email of 12 April to the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO),
enclosing a letter for the Foreign Secretary, about Israel and the Occupied Palestinian
Territories. The Near East Department in the FCO has been asked to reply.

The Government has not raised the issue of the airstrike with the Government of Israel,
although the UK is deeply concerned by the terrible human cost, to both sides, of the
ongoing IsraeliPalestinian conflict. Since the start of the current violence we have spoken
regularly to both the Palestinian Authority and the Israeli Government, urging them to use
their influence to deescalate the tensions. Israel, like all countries, has a legitimate right to
selfdefence, and the right to defend its citizens from attack. In doing so, it is vital that all
actions are in line with International Humanitarian Law.

The Government remains deeply concerned by the situation in Gaza. There is an urgent
need for all the parties to reach an agreement that addresses the underlying causes of the
conflict in Gaza and to take the necessary steps to ensure Gaza’s reconstruction and
economic recovery. Any agreement should ensure that Hamas and other militant groups
permanently end rocket and other attacks against Israel; the Palestinian Authority resumes
control of Gaza and restores effective governance; and that Israel lifts its restrictions to
ease the suffering of ordinary Palestinians. We continue to press for an end to movement
and access restrictions into and out of Gaza and for urgent measures to relieve the
humanitarian suffering of those in Gaza. On 18 February during his visit to Israel Tobias
Ellwood, the FCO Minister with responsibility for our relations with the Middle East, stressed
to Prime Minister Netanyahu the need for Israel to take practical steps to improve the daily
life of the people of Gaza.

Of course the context of all this is the enduring tragedy of the IsraelPalestinian conflict.
The UK will continue to press for a two state solution. Only a negotiated twostate solution
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will resolve the conflict and end the occupation. We believe there is no better alternative
that can deliver peace and a Palestinian state. We continue to press Israel and the
Palestinians on the need to refrain from actions which make peace more difficult.

On behalf of the
Near East Department
Foreign and Commonwealth Office
Please do not respond to this email address, as replies are routed to an unmonitored
mailbox. If you require additional information please go to fcocorrespondence@fco.gov.uk
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Visit http://www.gov.uk/fco for British foreign policy news and travel advice and
http://blogs.fco.gov.uk to read our blogs.
This email (with any attachments) is intended for the attention of the addressee(s) only. If you are not
the intended recipient, please inform the sender straight away before deleting the message without
copying, distributing or disclosing its contents to any other person or organisation. Unauthorised use,
disclosure, storage or copying is not permitted.
Any views or opinions expressed in this email do not necessarily reflect the FCO's policy.
The FCO keeps and uses information in line with the Data Protection Act 1998. Personal information
may be released to other UK government departments and public authorities.
All messages sent and received by members of the Foreign & Commonwealth Office and its
missions overseas may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded in accordance with the
Telecommunications (Lawful Business Practice) (Interception of Communications) Regulations
2000.
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